[ o] [ 2] (§ C
006 0 (gmmua[ﬁs

il (nBaij gj

alili gLj o

Mukadzi Hupenyu Rusununguko

Such a development, for example, was recent-
ly observed in the United States where after
decades, the criminalization of abortion was
legalized again in 2022. This means that the
right to self-determination over one’s own
body was abolished once more for women by a
Supreme Court ruling. According to the PEW
Research Center, two thirds of Amer- [W] 55" [w]
icans still support the right to abor- &

tion. This shows us how important [w]
it is to remain vigilant. Even in a representa-

b

tive democracy, fundamental emancipatory

achievements can be revoked.

Moreover, it doesn’t matter where any of us
were born.

That’s why we stand together - and fight
against patriarchy worldwide! Because as we
can see, the system is not a matter of culture,
religion, or nationality. It exists everywhere,
only in different forms.

And as long as there are oppressed people in
the world, no one is free!
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— do we even still need that?

or 16 years, Angela Merkel was Chan-

cellor of Germany. Overweight and
old women are allowed to participate in Ger-
many’s Next Top Model, too, and Riccardo
Simonetti has his own show on German tele-
vision. So why do we drag ourselves out today,
on the international day of feminist struggle,
to demonstrate in the city center?

Truth is that in Germany every year, over 100
women are murdered by (mostly male) (ex-)
partners, and the number of female victims
of domestic violence is a lot higher. And even
excluding these extremes, the patriarchy is by
no means smashed: The fact that gender still
plays a role in public life can be seen not only
in the unequal pay of women and [m] "'].EI
men: In 2022, this so-called “gender ﬁ[‘:ﬂ_ﬁ}
pay gap” was at 18% in German Ok
Here, the salaries of employees were com-
pared, with women earning an average of 18%
less than men, which is also due to the fact
that women often work in generally lower paid
professions.

Right now, the video game “Hogwarts Legacy”
is breaking sales records. Harry Potter author
J.K. Rowling, who receives royalties for this,
regularly riles up her fans against trans people
on Twitter, allegedly to protect women.

=] She also wrote that she sees her con-

tinuing economic success as an en-

=5
Some people buy the game specifical-
ly to support the transphobic children’s
book author, while others in the gaming
community close themselves off to criti-

dorsement of her views.

cism, saying that it’s just a game and that
the trans debate doesn’t concern them.

In fact, patriarchal structures in our society
not only harm women and trans people, but
everyone.

Boys are still raised differently from girls, and
also later in life, men are taught that they
should suppress feelings like sadness and infe-
riority. That they only fulfill their masculinity
when they take on leadership roles. This, in
turn, leads many men to try to maintain hier-
archies and rise within them by keeping others
small.



More often than not, this manifests in hatred towards
gay men and misogyny. Thus a lot of men also live a
self-conscious and unfree life under patriarchy. They
not only try to oppress others, but repress [m]3|[=]
themselves, often lead more dangerous lives, m ]

die sooner and have a higher rate of suicide. E] )

That trans and non-binary people have no place in
such a rigid system, are suffering hostility and harress-
ment, are threatened and get killed, is but one of the

merciless consequences. Just last year the trans

man Malte C was killed due to a physical attack

at the Christopher Street Day in Miinster.

During the trial against the attacker mid February,
there was speculation about whether he himself was
gay and ostracised by his community in such a way that
he took out his agression on visitors of the Christopher
Street Day. Should this be the case, the impact of patri-
achy would be all to plain and directly noticable.

So why international then?

Apparently we have enough problems on our own!

Patriachy is not universal, but still can be encountered all around
the world. We are not doing ourselves any favours by acting as
though the injustices in other parts of the world are none of our
concern.

They remind us that:

Also in Germany Women’s right to vote had to be fought for
and has only existed for a little over 100 years. In Switzer-
land women may only vote since 1971, even, while in Iran, a
country that is now struggling heavily with equality issues,
the concept was already introduced in 1963.

The degradation of non-male identities can easily become
something more drastic at any point - for example when
the murder of women is not consistently prosecuted or is
even approved of.

Patriachical structures foster those hierachies that enable
repressive and totalitarian state violence.

Freedoms and rights, which we have already struggled to
attain, may - under a suitable regime - be taken away quite
quickly.




